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³0DJLF� LV� DERXW� PDNLQJ� DQ� DXGLHQFH�
feel something,” imparts the eccentric 
PDJLFLDQ�0DUJRW��5KHD�3HUOPDQ��LQ�.DWH�
7VDQJ¶V� ¿OP� Marvelous and the Black 
Hole� WR� 6DPP\� �0L\D� &HFK��� 0DUJRW¶V�
accidental apprentice. The success of a 
PDJLF�DFW��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�0DUJRW��KLQJHV�RQ�
¿QGLQJ�D�VWRU\�DV�LWV�HPRWLRQDO�FRUH��
6DPP\��WKH�¿OP¶V����\HDU�ROG�SURWDJR-

nist, is no stranger to the magic of story-
WHOOLQJ�� 7KH� UHFRUGLQJ� RI� KHU� PRWKHU¶V�
story, a whimsical twist on the Chinese 
myth of the moon lady, helps to quell 
6DPP\¶V� DQJHU� DQG� ORQHOLQHVV� DIWHU� KHU�
PRWKHU¶V�GHDWK�� HVSHFLDOO\�ZKHQ�KHU� ORY-
LQJ�EXW�RYHUZRUNHG�IDWKHU�$QJXV��/HRQ-
DUGR�1DP��¿QGV�D�QHZ�ORYH�LQWHUHVW��3DX-
OLQD�/XOH��DQG�KHU�VLVWHU�3DWULFLD��2PDFKL�
.DQQRQ��LV�ORVW�LQ�KHU�RZQ�ZRUOG�RI�53*V����

6$$))�¿OP��0DJLF��VWRU\WHOOLQJ��DQG�WKH�PDJLF�RI�
storytelling: Marvelous and the Black Hole 

)UXVWUDWHG�E\�6DPP\¶V�DQJU\�RXWEXUVWV�
and delinquent behaviors and wishing to 
LQVWLOO�LQ�KHU�D�VHQVH�RI�UHVSRQVLELOLW\��$Q-
gus enrolls Sammy in a business class at a 
community college and threatens to send 
KHU� WR�D�FDPS�IRU�GLI¿FXOW�\RXWKV��ZKLFK�
Sammy imagines as a military-styled 
bootcamp, if she does not comply. It is 
at the community college where Sammy 
¿UVW�PHHWV�0DUJRW��ZKR��DV�ZH�OHDUQ�ODWHU��
carries tremendous losses of her own.  
$IWHU� 6DPP\� UHOXFWDQWO\� LQWHUYLHZV�

0DUJRW�DW�WKH�UHTXHVW�RI�6DPP\¶V�WHDFK-

HU� �.HLWK� 3RZHOO�� IRU� D� FODVV� SURMHFW�� DQ�
unlikely friendship gradually blossoms 
between these two spirited characters. 
0DUJRW� WHDFKHV� 6DPP\� WR� ¿QG� KHU� RZQ�
voice through magic tricks, while Sammy 
FKDOOHQJHV�0DUJRW�WR�IDFH�KHU�SDVW��7KH\�
inspire each other to face their own vul-
QHUDELOLW\�DQG�¿QG�KHDOLQJ�DQG�MR\�LQ�WKHLU�
friendship.  
7VDQJ¶V� ¿OP� VNLOOIXOO\� FRQQHFWV� WKH�

threads of magic and storytelling. In the 
VWRU\� WKDW� 6DPP\¶V� PRWKHU� WROG� KHU�� D�
beautiful empress, envied by the gods, 
is exiled to the moon, where she meets a 
space rabbit. Hostile toward each other at 
¿UVW��WKH�XQOLNHO\�SDLU�VRRQ�UHFRJQL]H�WKDW�
they are not so different once they start to 
VKDUH�VWRULHV��:KHQ�6DPP\�OHDUQV�DERXW�
0DUJRW¶V�WUDJLF�ORVVHV��VKH�EHJLQV�WR�UHF-
ognize their similarities and is empow-
HUHG�WR�EUHDWKH�QHZ�OLIH�LQWR�KHU�PRWKHU¶V�
story, turning it into the anchor for her 

PDJLF� DFW�� OLNH� WKH�ZD\� WKDW�0DUJRW� KDV�
been encouraging her to do.   
:KLOH� ¿OPV� DERXW� PDJLFLDQV� KDYH�

PRVWO\�IRFXVHG�RQ�PHQ��The Prestige and 
The Illusionist FRPH� WR� PLQG��� LW� LV� UH-
freshing to see a story that centers women 
magicians in which magic does not serve 
as a tool for power and competition but 
functions as a creative outlet for express-
ing emotions.  

Supported by a stellar cast, Cech and 
Perlman deliver superb performances. 
Their on-screen affection for each other in 
palpable. The scenes where they perform 
magic and make mischief together are af-
fecting and delightful. Their friendship 
and stories will resonate with audiences 
for years to come.  
7KLV�LV�WKH�RSHQLQJ�QLJKW�¿OP�DQG�SOD\V�

at the drive-in. See page 17 for viewing 
details.     
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,W¶V� KDUG� WR� UHPHPEHU� D� WLPH� EHIRUH� WKH�
����� MXJJHUQDXW� WKDW� EURNH� ER[� RI¿FH� UH-
cords The Titanic launched the careers of its 
two leads, and forever cemented the tragedy 
RI�WKH�%ULWLVK�SDVVHQJHU�OLQHU�ZLWKLQ�SXEOLF�
FRQVFLRXVQHVV�� :ULWHU� DQG� GLUHFWRU� -DPHV�
&DPHURQ¶V�¿FWLRQDO�VWRU\�DERXW�DQ� LOO�IDWHG�
love affair captured the hearts of millions, 
yet perhaps the most historically accurate 
GHWDLO� RI� WKH� ¿OP� LV� UHOHJDWHG� WR� D� GHOHWHG�
scene, in which a lifeboat trawls the wreck-
age to rescue a Chinese man clinging to a 
SLHFH�RI�GHEULV��%XW�ZKR�ZDV�KH"�

From executive producer Cameron and 
GLUHFWRU�$UWKXU�-RQHV��WKH�GRFXPHQWDU\�The 
Six FKURQLFOHV�RQH�UHVHDUFK�WHDP¶V�HIIRUWV�WR�
unravel the decades-long mystery surround-
ing the group of Chinese men who survived 
WKH�VLQNLQJ�RI�WKH�7LWDQLF��/HG�E\�KLVWRULDQ�
6WHYHQ� 6FKZDQNHUW�� WKH� WHDP¶V� MRXUQH\� RI�
discovery reveals complex ties in a slowly 
globalizing economy and the far-reaching 
FRQVHTXHQFHV�RI�WKH�HUD¶V�UDFLVW�LPPLJUDWLRQ�
policy.   
3ULPDU\�VRXUFHV�KDYH�ORQJ�FRQ¿UPHG�WKDW�

eight Chinese men boarded the Titanic as 
WKLUG�FODVV�SDVVHQJHUV��$K�/DP��)DQJ�/DQJ��
&KXQJ� )RR�� &KDQJ� &KLS�� /LQJ� +HH�� /HH�
%LQJ��/HH�/LQJ� DQG�/HQ�/DP��$OO� EXW� WKH�
last two survived. Initial probing reveals that 
WKH�JURXS�ZHUH�DOO�VHDPDQ��VHQW�E\�WKHLU�8.�
HPSOR\HU�WR�ZRUN�URXWHV�DFURVV�WKH�$WODQWLF�
GXH�WR�FRDO�VWULNHV�LQ�(QJODQG��6FKZDQNHUW¶V�
PLVVLRQ�ZDV�WR�¿QG�RXW�PRUH��+RZ�GLG�VL[�
of them make it off the ship alive, when all 
other minority and lower-class passengers 
SHULVKHG"�:KDW�KDSSHQHG�WR�WKHP�DIWHU�WKH�
rescue ship, Carpanthia, docked in New 
York? 
$W�¿UVW� WKH� UHVHDUFK� WHDP�IHHOV� WKZDUWHG�

DW� HYHU\� WXUQ�� $QWL�&KLQHVH� VHQWLPHQW� RQ�

K99>>�Úde2�<g[me]flYjq�L`]�Kap�ogjck�lg�mf[gn]j�l`]�eqkl]jq�
g^�kap�;`af]k]�e]f�o`g�kmjnan]\�l`]�kafcaf_�g^�l`]�LalYfa[�

both sides of the ocean means little to no 
SUHVV� FRYHUDJH� RI� WKHLU� XQOLNHO\� VXUYLYDO��
the few mentions of them are pejorative and 
XQVSHFL¿F� �H�J�� UHIHUULQJ� WR� WKHP� DV� µFUHD-
WXUHV¶� UDWKHU� WKDQ� E\� QDPH��� $QJOLFL]DWLRQ�
RI� WKH� SDVVHQJHUV¶� QDPHV� PDNHV� WUDFNLQJ�
down possible descendants of their survi-
vors a herculean task, as multiple characters 
in written Chinese can yield identical pro-
nunciation to English-speaking ears. Chung 
Foo, for example, becomes a dead end as 
there are simply too many possible candi-
dates to pursue. For years the cursive print-
LQJ�RQ�WKH�RULJLQDO�µDOLHQ�SDVVHQJHU�OLVW¶�ZDV�
LQWHUSUHWHG�DV�µ$OL¶�/DP��EXW�WKH�WHDP�KDV�D�
EUHDNWKURXJK�ZKHQ�WKH\�UHDOL]H�LW¶V�DFWXDOO\�
µ$K�¶��7KLV�LV�RQO\�PDUJLQDOO\�KHOSIXO��KRZ-
HYHU��VLQFH�$K�LV�D�WHUP�RI�IDPLOLDULW\�UDWKHU�
WKDQ�D�SURSHU�QDPH���
)LQGLQJ�DXWKHQWLF�VRXUFHV�SURYHV�GLI¿FXOW��

as many people want to claim proximity 
WR� WKH� LQFLGHQW�� :KHQ� VFUHHQLQJ� SRWHQWLDO�
sources, the team learns to allow interview-
ees to speak freely on their own, asking few 
questions, so as to see if details match up 
with information that has already been in-
GHSHQGHQWO\�FRQ¿UPHG��7KH�PRUH� WKH\� LQ-
terview, though, the more they realize how 
rare it is for immigrants of that generation 
to speak about their pasts – even an event as 
VLJQL¿FDQW�DV�WKH�7LWDQLF��)DQJ�/DQJ��ZKRVH�
experience inspired the deleted scene, even-
WXDOO\� VHWWOHG� LQ� WKH� 8QLWHG� 6WDWHV�� \HW� KH�
never told his wife or son his incredible 
story.   
7KURXJK� SHUVHYHUDQFH�� 6FKZDQNHUW¶V�

WHDP�� ZKLFK� FRPSULVHG� DV� PDQ\� DV� ���
people working together around the world, 
slowly puts the pieces together. Due to the 
&KLQHVH� ([FOXVLRQ� $FW�� WKH� VL[� VXUYLYRUV�
could not stay in New York, and went on to 
&XED�WR�ZRUN�FRPPHUFLDO�WUDGH�URXWHV��2QH�
of the men fell ill and passed away, but the 
RWKHUV� UHWXUQHG� WR� WKH�8.�� �%\� WKDW� SRLQW��

many young white men had been drafted 
LQWR�:RUOG�:DU�,��OHDYLQJ�PDQ\�MREV�WR�¿OO��
,Q� VRPH�FDVHV�� DV�ZLWK�)DQJ�/DQJ�DQG�KLV�
IDPLO\�� WKHUH¶V�D�VHQVH�RI� WKH�VWRU\�FRPLQJ�
full circle, while his some of his other com-
patriots suffered untimely deaths or perhaps 
disappeared from the record altogether.  

Throughout the documentary, the themes 
of loss and trauma and how they pertain to 
history constantly swirl beneath the surface. 
:LWKRXW�DFWLYH�LQWHUYHQWLRQ��ZH�ORVH�LPSRU-
tant stories with each generation that passes 
on. Schwankert confronted this in having 
to rely on secondary and tertiary sources to 
bolster the limited information provided by 
KLVWRULFDO� GRFXPHQWV�� $V� D� VRFLHW\�ZH� DUH�
confronting this now, losing the people who 
OLYHG�WKURXJK�:RUOG�:DU�,,�DQG�LWV�DWURFLWLHV��
and along with them a crucial part of history 
and the knowledge to guide future genera-
tions away from making the same mistakes.  
$QG� ZH� FDQ¶W� GLVFXVV� KLVWRU\� ZLWKRXW�

also considering who writes it and who gets 
written about. Prior to Schwankert and his 
WHDP¶V�HIIRUWV��YHU\�OLWWOH�ZDV�NQRZQ�DERXW�
WKH�7LWDQLF¶V�&KLQHVH�SDVVHQJHUV��\HW�ZH¶YH�
DOO�KHDUG�RI�0ROO\�µ7KH�8QVLQNDEOH¶�%URZQ��
:KDW�The Six uncovers about these endur-

ing men reveals the ugly scars of this period 

RI�KLVWRU\��:H�VHH�WKH�VDPH�VFHQDULR�SOD\�RXW�
LQ�WKH�86��8.�DQG�&DQDGD�ZKHUHLQ�&KLQHVH�
immigrants provide essential labor for infra-
VWUXFWXUH�DQG� LQGXVWU\� WKDW�HQDEOH�:HVWHUQ�
society to thrive, only to be thrown under the 
EXV�E\�UDFLVW�SROLFLHV�DQG�OHJLVODWLRQ��:KLOH�
WKH�86�DQG�&DQDGD�KDYH��DW� OHDVW��SXEOLFO\�
renounced these measures and taken baby 
VWHSV�WRZDUG�UHFRQFLOLDWLRQ��WKH�8.�KDV�\HW�
to take any action regarding their forced re-
patriation of Chinese immigrants. 

The Six feels contrived at times, adding 
XQQHFHVVDU\�ÀXII�EHFDXVH�E\�QDWXUH�RI� WKH�
VXEMHFW� WKHUH�DUHQ¶W�PDQ\� OLYLQJ�VRXUFHV� WR�
provide conventional talking head com-
PHQWDU\��EXW�XQGHU�-RQHV¶�JXLGDQFH��WKH�VXU-
YLYRUV¶� VWRULHV� IRUP� D� PLFURFRVP� WKURXJK�
which we can better understand an immigra-
tion saga that spans decades and countries. 
7KH� ¿OP�� OLNH� WKH� UHVHDUFK� SURMHFW�� EHJLQV�
with a narrow focus but gradually zooms out 
and becomes a crash course in racist immi-
gration policy that may feel old hat for those 
DOUHDG\�IDPLOLDU��1RQHWKHOHVV��LW¶V�LPSRUWDQW�
WR�FRQWH[WXDOL]H�WKHVH�PHQ¶V�VWRULHV�EHFDXVH�
the same fears, prejudices and marginaliza-
tion that they faced still persist today. 

See page 26 for viewing details.   
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